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and he resented his own unimportance in a Govern-
ment of which he was nominally the head, The
injudicious cond'uct of the favourite made it easy to
arouse the King's ill-will towards him. There were
many ready to excite his jealousy at the splendour
of Concini's surroundings, to call attention to the
long retinue of attendants by which the favourite
was followed, and to contrast this with the scanty
retinue of the King of France. Concini was often
lacking in courtesy, and it was said he was injud-
icious enough to refuse some requests of the young
King for money; if Louis showed no indignation at
such rebuffs, he did not forget them.

His discontent at Concini's conduct led to secret
plots to get rid of the powerful and odious favourite.
The obscurity of the council that deliberated on the
matter shows that the King was left in the hands of
unfit companions; it consisted of the falconer, a
gardener, a clerk, a soldier, a priest, and two advent-
urers, But, however humble their rank, they knew
enough to keep their secret, and Louis himself
through all his life was a master of dissimulation.

Under the laws of France, he had now been of age
for nearly three years, yet he proceeded with a plot
to arrest one of his own subjects with as much
stealth as would a Nihilist to-day, planning the mur*
der of a sovereign. It was finally decided that the
marshal should be arrested, and if he made an$r re-
sistance he should be killed. When such were the
orders, one could be certain that those carrying'
them into effect would discover signs of resistance
in their victim. The execution of the order wastter theore^ Ee^ouIcT^fvoF"Be on,e)v He Holy Ghost to pay the
